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Dear Mr Wilyman 

 

Application by Gazeley GLP Northampton s.a.r.l. and Ashfield Land 
Management Ltd for an Order Granting Development Consent for the Rail 

Central Strategic Rail Freight Interchange 

 
Further procedural correspondence in connection with a request that the 

Preliminary Meeting should be deferred 

 

Thank you for your letter of 20 September 2019, which sets out your proposals to 
extend the timescale to submit proposed changes to the application for the above 

project under the Planning Act 2008. 

 
In our letter of 6 September 2019, the Examining Authority (ExA) expressed its 

concerns about the impacts of the proposed delay to the programme for the 

submission of the change and hence to the timing of the Preliminary Meeting. We 

pointed out the risks, including costs1, which could arise from continuing to proceed 
with the current application and the proposed change and recommended to you that 

withdrawing the application would eliminate these risks to the applicant and be of 

benefit to local residents in terms of providing a clear and transparent process on 
which they could have an active role.   

 

In our letter of 23 April 2019, we set out a programme with milestones to be met by 
the Applicant.  You have not met that programme.  By mid-October you should have 

submitted your Change Request to the ExA for consideration.  It is clear that you 

cannot make the submission by the required date, as set out in your letter of 20 

September 2019.  
 

                                       
1 https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/awards-of-costs-examinations-of-applications-

for-development-consent-orders 
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There has already been an extension which is well in excess of the three months 

expected in such cases by the Government Guidance2 and your latest proposed 

programme would extend the original timetable by over two years.  For the reasons 
already given, we consider that to give the further extension requested would be 

neither proportionate nor appropriate, in terms of the Government Guidance.  Our 

view remains that the existing application should be withdrawn and a new application 
incorporating the changes should be submitted once all the front-loaded activities, 

including formal public consultation and the completion of up-to-date environmental 

assessments, have taken place. 
 

Please advise us by 23 October 2019 whether you are withdrawing the original 

application or wish to proceed to examination on the basis of the application as 

originally accepted.    
 

Yours faithfully 

 

E A Hill 
 

Elizabeth Hill 

Lead Member of the Panel of Examining Inspectors 
 

 
 

 

                                       
2 https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/planning-act-2008-examination-of-

applications-for-development-consent 

 
 
 

This communication does not constitute legal advice. 
Please view our Privacy Notice before sending information to the Planning Inspectorate. 

 

https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/
https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/planning-act-2008-examination-of-applications-for-development-consent
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/planning-act-2008-examination-of-applications-for-development-consent
https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/help/privacy-and-cookie/
https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/help/privacy-and-cookie/

